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‘The lack of gender equity in filmmaking [and in other arts] is perhaps a 
self-sustaining cycle. Movies shape the way that people see the world 
and by extension, the way that people see women” -   Odessa Kelebay, 



What is even more unbelievable is that FeFF is still standing, given the 
fluctuations of the economy and the destabilization of governments 
globally, along with systemic prejudice against femme-centric organiza-
tions that advocate for women. Shocking that this is still prevalent in 
today’s society.

That said, this year we celebrate so many talented independent women 
media artists, screenwriters (of both sexes), and industry guests. With 
many new filmmakers in attendance, alongside the familiar faces of 
those whose work we have shown in previous years, I feel blessed and 
inspired to have the pleasure of knowing you and sharing your work. 

I speak for The Female Eye as a whole when I say we are very proud to have 
served you and your work. Through our festival and outreach initiatives 
we will continue to represent the female perspective until gender bias is 
eradicated, and for as long as our stories are being told through cinema.

Thank you to the sponsors, volunteers, team members, and Board for 
your continued perseverance and faith as we move forward, together. 

Yours,   
Leslie-Ann Coles,  FeFF FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

         PREMIERES LEGEND:
    TORONTO         CANADIAN         NORTH AMERICAN         WORLD

Welcome, all, to the 15th Annual Female Eye 
Film Festival (FeFF). It is hard to believe 15 
years have passed since we presented the 
inaugural festival, in which we featured 42 
films over three days, including the premiere 
of my own debut short. This year I am very 
honoured to be presenting my debut feature 
documentary at FeFF. I suspect it’s taken me 
this many years to complete largely because 
of The Female Eye!

COLESLESLIE-ANN

ST
AT

EM
EN

T
DI

RE
CT

OR
’S

 2 0
 1 7 

(TP) (CP) (NP) (WP)



Congratulates the FEFF
crew and filmmakers!

Check out the FEFF channel 
to see some of your favourite 
films from the festival. 

indievue.com

F O L L O W  U SWe’re 
giving $10,000 
to the highest viewed 
filmmaker of the year to 
make another film!

The first free streaming site for short, 
doc and animated films!  #IndieVue
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LETTER THE CHAIRFROM

Estonia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, Greece, Hong Kong, China, 
Spain, Mexico, Brazil, India, Russia, South Africa, Australia, Afghanistan, 
New Zealand, Korea, Japan, Iran, Germany, and from across Canada 
and the United States.

I am also pleased to announce that, due to growth in submissions, The 
Female Eye will be extended to a 10-day festival in 2018.

In closing, I would like to thank our fearless leader, Leslie-Ann Coles, 
Founder and Executive Director, for her vision, foresight, and perse-
verance, and for shining a light on women directors around the globe 
and creating a space that, although dedicated to women filmmakers, 
does not exclude men from our Script Development Program and other 
industry events. 

Thank you to our board members, funders, community partners, the 
FeFF team, and our selfless volunteers, without whom we could not 
produce this festival.

We hope you all enjoy the 15th Annual Female Eye Film Festival!

Yours,

Angela Argento, 
FeFF CHAIR

Welcome, everyone, to The Female Eye Film 
Festival’s 15th anniversary!. I would like to 
extend a very warm welcome to all our festival 
delegates, sponsors, local industry members, 
and community partners. This year FeFF is 
very excited to present films from Ireland, 
France, South Korea, Thailand, the UK, South 
Africa, Lebanon, Finland, Poland, Bulgaria,





This year, as the Female Eye Film Festival celebrates its 15th anniver-
sary, Actra Fraternal Benefit Society (AFBS) is proud to continue our 
support to help ensure the work of talented Canadian women media 
artists is showcased. Since 2001, FeFF has proven to be an invaluable 
community initiative with an enormous impact on Canadian cinema, 
providing a platform for films directed by women.

A proud community partner in the Canadian film and television 
industry, AFBS is the nation’s only national insurance and investment 
provider established and owned by performers and screenwriters. A 
not-for-profit, fraternal organization, we’ve supported our Members’ 
health and retirement needs since 1975. When AFBS designs and 
offers programs, we do so with years of expertise, knowledge and 
compassion that can’t be matched by traditional insurers and invest-
ment providers. Today, AFBS makes insurance benefits accessible to 
thousands of Members in the performing arts community.

In an industry where female filmmakers have traditionally been under-
represented, FeFF is a visionary leader in its commitment to bring 
a female perspective to the art of storytelling through cinema. The 
efforts that go into producing this festival year after year, and the 
immeasurable results, are something AFBS is proud to stand behind. 

On behalf of the entire AFBS family, we applaud the continued success 
of FeFF, and it is our honour to be a sponsor again this year. 

Enjoy the festival, everyone!

Sincerely

Robert M. Underwood,
PRESIDENT & CEO,
AFBS

LETTER AFBSFROM



Congratulations to FeFF 
on celebrating Canadian 

women directors for
the past 15 years! 



LETTER TELEFILMFROM

50 years of talent—to honour those who helped build this industry, 
including our partners at the Female Eye Film Festival, their staff and 
volunteers, along with the actors, directors, screenwriters, produc-
ers and technicians who, due to their talent, show Canada to the 
world. And of course thank you to Telefilm’s staff, Board members and 
Executive Directors who throughout the last half-century have been 
there every step of the way.

I also want to thank you the audience for watching Canadian movies 
for the last five decades, for talking about them, for sharing them—for 
allowing them to live and breathe.

Looking to the next 50 years, the future is bright for Canadian cin-
ema. On behalf of Telefilm, I wish you all a wonderful festival full of 
discovery and delight.

Michael Roy,
CHAIR OF THE BOARD,
TELEFILM CANADA

Several decades ago, our country’s  
filmmakers dreamed of offering Canadians 
more stories based on Canadian experiences. 
In 1967, the development of an original 
model for funding films in Canada led 
to the creation of Telefilm Canada. 
2017 marks our 50th anniversary! What a 
great opportunity this gives us to celebrate 



A BETTER MAN DON’T TALK TO IRENE

INDIAN HORSE MAUDIE

OCTAVIO IS DEAD PAPER YEAR

OMDC’s Film Fund supports features led by Ontario’s 
most exciting female filmmakers. Look for these  
titles at festivals and theatres near you. Be part of it.  
OMDC.on.ca

OMDC IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE  
FEMALE EYE FILM FESTIVAL!

     @OMDCtweets       OMDConline        OMDConline

#ONcreates

We’ve got it going
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producer or director, female filmmakers are key to advancing gender 
parity in Ontario’s creative industries.

Ontario’s creative economy is thriving. Whether it’s our publishing, 
screen-based or music industries, Ontario’s talented creators are making 
extraordinary content that’s seen, heard and read around the world!  
And that, of course, means big business, high-value jobs, and huge 
economic impact for Ontario.

OMDC is delighted to support FeFF’s Making It Happen in 2017 Industry 
Initiatives Program, a collaborative forum where filmmakers meet 
funders and writers meet producers to develop compelling new projects. 

Congratulations to the FeFF team for its leadership in encouraging 
and supporting women filmmakers, and for providing an environment 
where they can network, share ideas, and advance their visions.

Best wishes for a great festival!

Sincerely,

Karen Thorne-Stone,
PRESIDENT & CEO
ONTARIO MEDIA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Ontario Media Development Corporation 
(OMDC) is a proud sponsor of the Female Eye 
Film Festival. FeFF’s distinctive mandate—to 
change how we perceive Canadian cinema 
as seen through the unique lens of women 
filmmakers—is gaining momentum. So I am 
especially pleased to congratulate FeFF on its 
15th anniversary. Whether in the role of writer, 



Currently serving as President and CEO of the Canada Media Fund, Valerie positions 
Canadian programming at the forefront in world markets advocating successful, 
 innovative Canadian content and software applications for current and emerging digital 
platforms. Valerie has taken part in foreign trade missions, and been recognized with 
numerous awards nationally and from her home province of Saskatchewan, where she 
owns and operates the Red Horse Ranch.
 
Valerie Creighton, présidente et chef de la direction

Cumulant plus de 30 années d’expérience dans le domaine des arts, de la culture et 
des médias, Valerie Creighton est un chef de file de l’industrie qui a su redynamiser 
plusieurs des plus importants organismes du pays dans le secteur. Mme Creighton 
est une experte en changement organisationnel : elle a été reconnue en tant que 
visionnaire dans la promotion de la richesse culturelle du Canada.

Actuellement présidente et chef de la direction du Fonds des médias du Canada, elle a 
guidé la programmation canadienne pour l’amener à l’avant-scène de l’innovation sur 
les marchés internationaux, tout en défendant avec force les applications logicielles 
et le contenu canadiens innovateurs à succès destinés aux plateformes numériques 
actuelles et émergentes. Mme Creighton a participé à diverses missions commerciales 
à l’étranger et remporté de nombreux prix à l’échelle nationale et dans sa province 
d’origine, la Saskatchewan, où elle possède et exploite le ranch Red Horse.

Moderator Judy Gladstone, Executive Director of the Documentary Organization of Canada.

FRIDAY, JUNE 23rd, 2017: 4PM - 5:30PM
(OPEN TO PUBLIC  &  INDUSTRY GUESTS, FREE) 
FeFF BEST IN THE BIZ TRIBUTE 

2017 HONORARY MAVERICK, VALERIE CREIGHTON
BUC, THE GREAT HALL, 140 Wineva Avenue 

Valerie Creighton is being celebrated at the 15th Annual Fe-
male Eye Film Festival as our 2017 Honorary Maverick. 
Valerie Creighton is an industry leader in arts, culture and  
media, recognized for reenergizing some of the country’s most 
important organizations in the sector over the last 30 years. 
An expert in organizational change, Valerie has been recog-
nized as a visionary in promoting Canada’s cultural wealth. 
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Born in Okinawa, with a blend of Chinese and Australian parentage, Ann Marie’s 
work often deals with family, history, and memory and is deeply concerned with 
acknowledging experiences – violations and violences – in a way that is oddly humorous 
and affecting. From her first feature (New Shoes, based on a true story about an 
attempted murder-suicide it was invited to the Berlinale and the Museum of Modern 
Art) to her latest (Window Horses, an animated trip to a poetry festival in Iran, where 
her stick-girl heroine, Rosie Ming, finds out about her father, it has been winning 
awards around the world), Ann Marie deals with relationships and communication 
across boundaries, always searching for understanding. Her experimental film You 
Take Care Now was selected for Canada’s Top 150 list, and her animated documentary 
The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam was adapted into a graphic novel that won the Doug 
Wright Best Book Award for Canadian Cartooning. 

All her work is provocative, intense, and often delivered in a way that you don’t know 
whether to laugh or cry.

            Moderated by Carol Whiteman, President & CEO
      Creative Women Workshops Association, WIDC program. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24th, 2017: 4PM - 5:30PM
(OPEN TO PUBLIC  &  INDUSTRY GUESTS, FREE)

FeFF BEST IN THE BIZ TRIBUTE
2017 HONORARY DIRECTOR, ANNE MARIE FLEMING

BUC, THE GREAT HALL, 140 Wineva Avenue 

Ann Marie Fleming is a Eurasian-Canadian filmmaker, 
animator, and writer. Internationally acclaimed for her 
genre-spanning work in the media arts, Ann Marie is being 
celebrated at the 15th Annual Female Eye Festival as our 
2017 Honorary Director. We are delighted to present two 
of her features at the festival: her multiple-award-winning 
animated Window Horses and The French Guy, which won 
Best Canadian Feature at FeFF in 2010. 
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THANK YOU FOR 15 YEARS  
OF EMPOWERING WOMEN
CBC IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE FEMALE EYE FILM FESTIVAL 

THE CBC FUND  
FOR UNDERREPRESENTED  
CANADIAN FILMMAKERS

L E A R N  M O R E :

CBC.CA/BREAKINGBARRIERS
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11AM - 1PM
IRISH WOMEN’S STORIES
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

LOVE AT FIRST LIGHT directed by Caroline Grace-Cassidy. The morning after 
the night before reveals itself. (NAP, 2016, Drama, 1 min., Ireland) 

ADULTING directed by Linda Bhreathnach and Justin Davey. Jane is 
experiencing an awkward existential crisis and really doesn’t want to 
talk about it. (NAP, Drama, 20 min., Ireland)

TERMINAL directed by Natasha Waugh. A girl and a woman meet at a 
departure gate for a flight to Manchester and share the reasons that 
led them to that moment. (NAP, 2016, Drama, 11 min., Ireland)

NYMPHET directed by Laura Hermanides. A 12-year-old girl plays a 
dangerous game with unforeseeable consequences. (NAP, 2016, 
Drama, 13 min., Ireland)

GIRL directed by Linda Bhreathnach and Justin Davey. Jane is experi-
encing an awkward existential crisis and really doesn’t want to talk 
about it. (NAP, 2016, Experimental Drama, 3 min., Ireland)

JANUARY HYMN directed by Katherine Canty. A reflection on grief, January 
Hymn sees Clara return home for the first anniversary of her father’s 
death. (NAP, 2016, Drama, 12 min., Ireland)

OICHE NOLLAIG NA mBAN directed by Oonagh Kearney. This visual response 
to the life force in Seán Ó’Ríordáin’s poem pays tribute to 
Ó’Riórdáin’s radical vision of Women’s Christmas Night. (NAP, 2016, 
Drama, 5 min., Ireland)

FISHWITCH directed by Adrienne Dowling. A cantankerous, iceberg-
dwelling witch is caught by surprise when a cheery merman gets 
caught in her net and attempts to befriend her. (NAP, 2016, Drama, 
10 min., Ireland)
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11AM - 1PM
IRISH WOMENS STORIES CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

LITTLE DOLL directed by Kate Dolan. After a chance meeting, preteens 
Elenore and Alex have an instant connection. When Alex invites her 
new friend to a sleepover with her school friends, their attraction 
becomes obvious, catching the unwanted attention of their peers. 
They must face the confusion and uncertainty of developing a same-
sex first crush. (NAP, 2016, LGTBQ2, Drama, 13 min., Ireland) 

LITTLE FLOWER directed by Brigette Heffernan. A little flower, rooted in 
the ground, has the impossible dream of flying away. (NAP, 2016, 
3 min., Ireland)

Co-curated by FeFF’s Naomi McCormack and guest programmer Eibh Collins.
Total run time: 91 min. Audience Q & A with Naomi McCormack.

Hosted by Naomi McCormack

Eibh Collins is a short-film programmer and film-festival manager. She 
began volunteering for festivals in Ireland in 2010. After training in arts, 
LGBTQ documentary, and feature film festivals domestically, she began 
working on the international film festival circuit. At 24, Collins runs 
festivals in Ireland, such as IndieCork music and film festival, and inter-
national festivals, including Irish Screen America and Irish Film London, 
while curating shorts for the Oscar-qualifying Galway Film Fleadh. She 
prides herself on touring short film programs and guest-curation work, 
bringing Irish short films to a variety of international festivals around 
the world, screening films in LA, Moscow, New York, London, Malta, 
Canada, Luxembourg, Germany, and Croatia in 2017 alone.

Naomi McCormack is a Canadian media artist whose work spans a 
diverse range of media and subject matter. She has produced pieces 
in theatre, dance, installation, and performance art and has directed 
a variety of independent film and television projects in Canada and 
the US. Her films have screened in festivals across North America and 
Europe and been honoured with many awards. She has worked as a 
programmer for several festivals and cultural institutions, including the 
WOMAD festival, Harbourfront Centre, and The Female Eye Film Festival, 
as well as teaching film at Penn State University in the United States.
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1:30PM - 3:30PM
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

MONSTER directed by Montana Hall. A girl walks home at night and 
comes face-to-face with the monsters lurking in the darkness. (CP, 
2016, Animation, 4 min. 47 sec., Detroit, Michigan, USA) 

NAYBE IF IT WERE A NICE ROOM directed by Alicia Harris. An incident between 
two people is examined through the exploration of rooms. (WP, 
2016, Experimental, 1 min. 30 sec., Toronto, Canada)

HIBA directed by Sabina Vajrača. Based on a true story. A year into the 
Bosnian war, Hiba’s morning coffee is interrupted by a soldier, Boris, one 
of Hiba’s star pupils some 15 years ago. She is glad to see him but when 
Marko, another soldier bursts in, he’s on a mission neither Hiba nor 
Boris are prepared for. (WP, 2016, Drama, 7 min., New York, NY, USA) 

GOLDEN BOYS directed by Jill Riley. A failure-to-launch and his two 
successful buddies break into their old private school to recapture 
their adolescence but are soon haunted by troubling memories. 
(2016, Drama, 8 min. 15 sec., Toronto, Canada)

LIV directed by Anna Rollot. On a night out clubbing, a confident 
young woman encounters a stranger who triggers memories of 
hidden trauma. As her night turns to nightmare she has a choice: to 
run away from her past or to finally confront it. (CP, 2016, Drama, 
9 min. 27 sec., UK)

THEN directed by Sonja Isabella. Being a teenager isn’t easy. Especially 
for Timmy, in small-town Virginia, who just so happens to be in a rela-
tionship with Ricky, the town’s high school baseball hero. Timmy loves 
Ricky, but he’s not sure how much longer he can last in this town. He 
wants to leave, but not without Ricky. When a sudden turn of events 
forces Timmy and Ricky to decide between embracing love or fulfilling 
expectations, two young men make fateful decisions that will change 
the course of their lives. (CP, 2016, Drama, 17 min. 43 sec., USA)
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1:30PM - 3:30PM
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

ESCAPING AGRA directed by Pallavi Somusetty. After being held against 
their will in India when their gender and sexual orientation is 
discovered, Naveen Bhat, who uses the gender-neutral pronouns 
they/them, battles their parents in court and pieces their life back 
together. (OP, 2016, LGBTQ2 Documentary, 23 min. 3 sec., Oak-
land, CA, USA)

TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE directed by Lisa Rideout. Opening the doors 
to Toronto’s oldest cross-dressing store, Rideout gives viewers a 
glimpse into the colourful lives of its customers and their tender 
relationships with the eccentric storeowner, revealing how the store 
continues to play a vital role for Toronto’s cross-dressing community. 
(2017, LGBTQ2 Documentary, 15 min., Toronto, Canada) 

Total run time: 76 min., 65 sec. Audience Q & A with fiFILMmaker s. Hosted by Stella Pascall.

4PM - 5:30PM
CANADIAN FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

TOMORROW’S POWER directed by Amy Miller. Local activists in Gaza, 
Germany, and Colombia challenge fossil-fuel dependency and power 
structures in a struggle for social and climate justice. Tomorrow’s 
Power showcases three communities around the world and their 
responses to economic and environmental emergencies. In Colombia’s 
war-torn, oil-rich Arauca province, communities have been building 
a peace process from the bottom up. In Germany, activists are pushing 
the country to fully divest from fossil-fuel extraction and complete 
its transition to renewable energy. In Gaza, health practitioners are 
harnessing solar power to battle daily life-threatening energy black-
outs in hospitals. (OP, 2017, Documentary, 1 hr. 28 min., Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada)

Total run time: 1 hr., 28 min. Audience Q & A with producer Byron A. Martin.
Hosted by Byron Martin.
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6:30PM
OPENING NIGHT CEREMONY & GALA FEATURE
GUEST SPEAKER: INDIRA NAIDOO-HARRIS, MINISTER OF THE STATUS OF WOMEN, CANADA

FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

HOPSCOTCH directed by Kate Halpin. When Chloe’s 
charismatic mother, Gigi, finds a new man, Chloe is pushed into a 
progressively deeper state of loneliness, resentment, and desperation. 
(CP, 2016, Drama, 20 min., Sydney, NSW, Australia) 

FEATURE PRESENTATION

HUNTING PIGNUT directed by Martine Blue. Fifteen-year-old Bernice 
(Taylor Hickson) hates her life in tiny, isolated Black Gut, Newfound-
land. She believes that she will never live down her traumatic childhood, 
which left her body and psyche deeply scarred. Bean, her mother, tries to 
be a friend but is too busy struggling to get ahead. Self-centred, lonely, 
starved for attention, and shunned by her peers, Bernice makes up stories 
about hanging out with her dad, whom she hasn’t seen in 10 years. Her 
dejected spirit takes a strange turn when her dad dies of a heroin overdose 
and Pignut, a charismatic but tormented and violent punk rocker, shows up 
for his wake. Bernice stumbles upon Pignut’s writing journal and becomes 
obsessed with discovering more about her father, his mysterious facial tattoo, 
his best friend Pignut, and their clan of nomadic gutter punks. When Pignut 
steals her father’s ashes right out of his urn, Bernice embarks on an odyssey 
to hunt down her father’s ashes and to discover her place in his heart and in 
the world. (TP, 2016, Drama, 1 hr. 35 min., Epworth, NL, Canada)

Audience Q & A with FILMmaker Martine Blue, actor Bridget Wareham, & composer Simon Miminis. 
Hosted by FeFF Director, Leslie -Ann Coles

This award-winning film features an astounding breakout performance 
by “star to watch” Taylor Hickson (Deadpool) and is based on events 
from the life of writer/director/editor Martine Blue.
Starring: Taylor Hickson, Joel Thomas Hynes, Amelia Manuel, Jamie 
Silken Merrigan, Bridget Wareham, and Mary Walsh.

Reception to follow in the theatre.
SPONSORED BY STEAM WHISTLE.
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10AM - 2PM (FREE, OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

SCRIPT READING SERIES
BUC, ROOM #1, 140 Wineva Avenue

UNIDENTIFIED MINOR written by Shannon Walsh. Unlikely friends Joni and Amber 
find strength in each other to combat their troubled home lives. Amber, a 
Jehovah’s Witness with secret talents as a dancer, finds in Joni a way out of 
her confining life. Joni thinks she can save them both, and find the love she 
needs, but it is far more complicated than she thinks, with dire consequences. 
(Drama, Vancouver, BC, Canada) 

THE TRADE written by Sheila Warren. In Thailand, a social worker committed to 
rescuing and rehabilitating sex trafficking victims comes up against an inter-
nationally funded human trafficking organization with deadly consequences. 
(Drama/Action, Toronto, ON, Canada) 

DIRTY DISHES written by Virginia Abramovich. Dirty Dishes is a bittersweet com-
edy that unfolds over the progression of a Russian/Canadian dinner party. 
Nadia, the host, has big hopes for this celebration, but she’s not the only 
one with alternate plans and aspirations. The many courses of this meal are 
as complex as the family and friends who gather around the table. With the 
progression of the meal, unexpected guests arrive, secrets are revealed and 
true desires uncovered. It’s not easy being the perfect host when your world 
starts to crumble around you. The conflict between expectation, obligation, 
desire and fate is served from a bubbling pot of overflowing contradictions. 
What you fear the most may be your greatest liberation, if it doesn’t consume 
you first. (Family Comedy/Drama, Toronto, ON, Canada)

ACTRA TORONTO MEMBERS

STORY EDITORS: 
Maureen Dory, Alison Brooks, Allegra Fulton and Cia Mellegers.

SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMERS & FACILITATORS: 
Lindsey Connell and Monica Lee-Bellais.
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11AM - 1:30PM (VIP PASSES & INDUSTRY GUESTS)

MARKETING & DISTRIBUTION STRATEGIES, GOING TO MARKET
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

Join us for a Marketing and Distribution Strategy workshop that offers 
a fresh perspective on the business of marketing your independent film.

Producer Building a marketing and distribution strategy early in the 
development stage of your film is key. In this workshop you will learn 
how to identify the marketable elements of your project and, most 
importantly, how to plan and execute the rollout of that strategy. 

WORKSHOP LEADERS:
Susan Curran, Marketing and Acquisitions United Front Entertainment 
and Byron A. Martin | Byron A. Martin Productions Inc.

TOPICS ADDRESSED:
-Identifying the marketing materials you need
-Creating momentum for you and your brand
-Target-marketing your film to festivals and distributors
-Identifying emerging business models that can help your back end. 

SUSAN CURRAN: Over the last two decades, Susan has worked as 
a marketing executive for BMG, Sony Wonder, Tower Records, Universal 
Music and Anchor Bay. As Executive Director of Marketing/Acquisitions 
for Anchor Bay Entertainment Canada, Susan released over 1000 titles 
into the Canadian retail marketplace, over a 100 of which were Canadian 
acquisitions in the past 5 years. At UFE Susan continues to deliver results 
that exceed the producer’s, film maker’s and the fans’ expectations.

BYRON A. MARTIN: Byron A. Martin is an award-winning producer 
that develops independent film, television and documentary projects. 
To date he has produced almost 100 hours of television, filming 
projects in fifteen countries. He has produced projects for Disney, Sony, 
Universal, Turner, Bell Media and DHX and managed productions for 
some of Hollywood’s leading producers.

FACILITATOR - AIDA MEMISEVIC: Aida is a marketing and 
digital strategist, TedX speaker and executive producer creating televi-
sion series and documentaries broadcast in over 60 countries. As a 
media leader in the field of human potential, Aida’smission is to utilize 
broadcast content and digital technology to better understand human 
thought processes and experiences, creating happier more fulfilled lives.
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2PM - 3:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

MEET THE GUILDS, AGENCIES & ORGANIZATIONS
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

Representatives from local guilds, agencies, and organizations share 
their objectives, missions, and mandates, along with membership 
incentives and services that serve our local and national community 
of filmmakers and screenwriters.

3PM - 5PM (CLOSED DOOR SESSION. BY INVITATION ONLY)

GOOD TO GO - SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
JUICE + JAVA CAFE and CATERING, 2102 Queen Street East

WRITERS: 

UNIDENTIFIED MINOR written by Shannon Walsh. Unlikely friends Joni and 
Amber find strength in each other to combat their troubled home 
lives. Amber, a Jehovah’s Witness with secret talents as a dancer, 
finds in Joni a way out of her confining life. Joni thinks she can save 
them both, and find the love she needs, but it is far more complicated 
than she thinks, with dire consequences (Drama/Family/Religion/
Dance, Vancouver, BC, Canada)

PANELISTS: 
Aaron Unrau,  Writers Guild of Canada, Manager of Agreement Admin-
istration; Hans Engel, Directors Guild of Canada, Senior Manager NDD 
and DRCC , ACTRA National; Judy Gladstone, Executive Director of the 
Documentary Organization of Canada; Heather Allin, Past President (AC-
TRA Toronto); and Kadon Douglas, Communications and Engagement 
Manager– Toronto (WIFT-T).

The Good To Go is an industry meet and greet for writers with theatrical 
screenplays at an advanced stage who meet with local producers, 
financiers, directors, literary agents and distributors. The GTG is by 
invitation only. Writers are pre-selected based on the merit of their 
screenplay as well as other eligibility criteria.

Moderated by Aida Memisevic, Media, Marketing and Digital Strategist .
Made possible with the support of the OMDC Industry Initiatives Program.
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3PM - 5PM (CLOSED DOOR SESSION. BY INVITATION ONLY)

GOOD TO GO - SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM CONT.
JUICE + JAVA CAFE and CATERING, 2102 Queen Street East

THE TRADE written by Sheila Warren. In Thailand, a social worker com-
mitted to rescuing and rehabilitating sex trafficking victims comes up 
against an internationally funded human trafficking organization with 
deadly consequences. (Investigative drama/International, Toronto, 
ON, Canada) 

DIRTY DISHES written by Virginia Abramovich. DIRTY DISHES is a bitter-
sweet comedy that unfolds over the progression of a Russian/Cana-
dian dinner party. Nadia, the host, has big hopes for this celebration, 
but she’s not the only one with alternate plans and aspirations. The 
many courses of this meal are as complex as the family and friends 
who gather around the table. With the progression of the meal, un-
expected guests arrive, secrets are revealed and true desires uncov-
ered. It’s not easy being the perfect host when your world starts to 
crumble around you. The conflict between expectation, obligation, 
desire and fate is served from a bubbling pot of overflowing contra-
dictions. What you fear the most may be your greatest liberation, 
if it doesn’t consume you first. (Family Comedy/Drama, Toronto, 
ON, Canada)

TAKe DOWN THE nET written by Andrea J. Forrest. A Rembrandt masterpiece, 
the Portrait of Gerard de Lairesse, forged by its owner, looted by the 
Nazis and hidden away for more than half a century, is given life by 
a widowed art authenticator.  She uses technical skill, moral courage 
and the help of its 17th Century subject to overcome the art world’s 
arrogance, return a priceless treasure to its rightful owners and again 
find true love. (Historical drama/Romance, St. Albans, VT, USA) 

MYRA AND SUSAN written by Precious Chong. When Myra, the longtime 
housekeeper of Susan, kidnaps her wealthy and demanding Boss 
lady Susan, they end up on the run in Mexico being chased by 
her drug dealing ex-husband and kidnapped by a Mexican Drug lord 
who dreams of being a superstar. (Comedy/Drama/Thriller/Music, 
Toronto, ON, Canada) 
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3PM - 5PM (CLOSED DOOR SESSION. BY INVITATION ONLY)

GOOD TO GO - SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM CONT.
JUICE + JAVA CAFE and CATERING, 2102 Queen Street East

TAKE ME IN written by Michelle Cutler. Rock-n-roll wild child siblings, Juliet and 
Julian, are famous for raw, passionate performances, but Julian’s OD leaves 
Juliet near suicidal. She quits the life to get clean until one of the band’s songs 
has an unexpected comeback, and everything Juliet has salvaged is threat-
ened to fall apart again. Drama/Romance/Music, Los Angeles, CA, USA)

BALLADS IN PASSING written by Geraldine Carr. Ballads in Passing is the story of 
terminally-ill Elizabeth Baird (68), an award-winning chef and restaurateur, 
and Cassie Andrews (18), an emerging blues-folk singer-songwriter. When 
Elizabeth, quite by accident, hears Cassie sing at an open stage, Elizabeth 
is profoundly moved by Cassie’s voice - moved so much so, that Elizabeth 
decides to hire Cassie to sing her through her passing. But can one really 
plan one’s dying days? It’s a story of friendship and acceptance - of new 
beginnings and inevitable ending. (Drama, Edmonton, AB, Canada)

QUARTERMOON IN A TEN-CENT TOWN   written by  Mark Daniels. A dramedy with quirks, 
both funny and tragic, this story is about Darva Sue Grubb, an unassuming 
teacher’s aide who experiences an unexpected fling with a quack doctor 
which sets in motion a chain of events that disrupts the small town of Wood-
bine and changes her life forever. (Drama/Comedy, Corbin, Kentucky, USA)

THE BEST VERSION OF YOU written by Mark Ward and Shannon Meehan. A malfunc-
tioning android struggles to appease her abusive owner before he scraps her 
for an upgrade. When an enigmatic newer model arrives to treat her, she must 
confront her trauma or become obsolete. (Drama/Thriller/Science Fiction, 
Forked River, NJ, USA) 

Facilitated by Lindsey Connell and Monica Lee-Bellais.
Supported by the OMDC Industry Initiatives Program.

INDUSTRY GUESTS: 
Byron A. Martin, Producer, Byron A. Martin Productions Inc.; Leah Jaunzems, 
Darius Films Inc. (USA and Canada); Susan Curran, United Front Ent.; 
David Miller, A71 Entertainment Group; Jessica Martins, [H]ERO Artists 
Agency (Toronto/Vancouver/Montreal); Rick Skyler, Producer; Robin 
Smith, President KinoSmith Inc.; Karen Tsang, Manager of Development 
for Scripted Comedy & Drama; Sally Karam, Film & Television Producer.
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11AM - 1PM
DANCES ON FILM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

WHAT IT FEELS LIKE directed by Kelly Hargraves. Invoking generations 
of embodied experiences, …what it feels like gives texture to the 
trappings of female gender—its material expressions, as well as its 
silences and solitudes. Without words, the film builds layers of sensory 
data and visual histories to explore the tensions and legacies we hold 
within. (CP, 2016, Dance, 4 min. 8 sec., CAN/USA) 

THE BIRCH GROVE directed by Gabrielle Lansner. Caught between love and 
death, two brothers wrestle with their past in a dance toward rec-
onciliation. A poetic film about the power of family ties, inspired by 
a novella of the same name by Polish author Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz. 
(CP, 2016, Dance Drama, 20 min., NY, USA)

ASSISES directed by Mélanie Pilon. Having lost the use of her legs, a 
dancer confronts her new reality. She and her lover will have to learn 
to live, love ... and dance again. (OP, 2016, Dance Drama, 13 min. 7 
sec. Longueuil, QC, Canada)

SHORT DRAMATIC FILMS

DOLLFACE directed by Kirsten Johnson. A woman wakes up covered in 
toys. Is she hungover? Depressed? Can she get up? Live action and 
stop-motion animation fuse together in this mad ride exploring self-
doubt, delusion, misplaced inner voices and embroidery floss. (WP, 
Animation/ Drama, 4 min. 53 sec. Toronto, ON, Canadian)

DISSECTING GWEN directed by Katherine Barrell. After the anxiety of taking 
a home pregnancy test causes Gwen to faint on her bathroom floor, 
she is able to have a discussion with the personified voices in her 
head: Romantic, Rebel, Analytic, and Fear – each unabashedly of-
fering their opinions on what her future should look like. (CP, 2016, 
Drama, 10 min. 28 sec., Burlington, Ontario, Canada)



WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM

WEDneSDAY JUNE 21st *F
IL

M
S

*

11AM - 1PM
SHORT DRAMATIC FILMS CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

REAL ARTISTS directed by Cameo Wood. Based on Ken Liu’s short story 
of the same name, Real Artists is a dark tale set in the near future. 
Sophia just scored every animator’s dream interview at the world- 
famous Semaphore Animation Studios, but when the creative director, 
Anne Palladon, reveals that she knows about Sophia’s fan-edit of 
Semaphore’s hit film Mythos, Sophia sees her dreams begin to slip 
away. (CP, 2016, Drama, 12 min., San Francisco, CA, USA)

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY directed by Mari Mantela. Two days before her 
retirement, Anja makes a decision: she will not leave her job in a 
rental-cars parking hall deep under the ground, a place where she 
has worked for 45 years like a queen bee nursing cars and the 
mechanics around her. But when the man upstairs sends a young 
trainee ready to replace her, Anja is forced to face facts: her life as 
she knows it is coming to an end. Could there be a second life for a 
hard-working woman? (CP, 2016, Drama, 19 min., Helsinki, Finland)

Total run time: 85 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMmakers. Hosted by Inga Breede.

1:30PM - 3:30PM
AMERICAN FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

WOMAN ON FIRE directed by Julie Sokolow. In February 2015, the Village Voice 
heralded the arrival of “New York’s Bravest”: Brooke Guinan, the first openly 
transgender firefighter in New York City. As a third-generation firefighter, 
Brooke has a passion for heroism that runs in her blood. Her father, George, 
is a respected lieutenant and 9/11 survivor with a 35-year legacy in the 
FDNY, and people always asked Brooke if she would follow in his footsteps. 
But when Brooke transitions from male to female in her father’s workplace, 
it poses a challenge not only to a macho profession, but to the customs 
of the people she cares about the most – her traditional family. (WP, 2016, 
Documentary/Biography LGTBQ2, 1 hr. 30 min., NYC, USA)

Total run time: 1 hr. 30 min. Audience Q & A. Hosted by Stella Pascall.
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4PM - 6PM
NORTH AMERICAN SHORT & FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

DEMO directed by Jessica Burgess. One teenage girl goes on a search 
for a guitar in the name of punk rock. (WP, 2016, Drama, 11 min. 27 
sec., Brooklyn, NYC, USA)

PISS ON YOU: WINNIPEG’S EARLY PUNK SCENE directed by Kathryn Martin. It’s 1979 
and Winnipeg has been struck by a punk-rock subculture of rebel-
lious youth who radicalize music, defy authority, and do things “their 
way.” Piss on You chronicles the Winnipeg punk scene from 1979 
to the mid-1980s, with interviews and music from the players of 
the day: Chris Walter, Joey Shithead (D.O.A), Mitch Funk (Person-
ality Crisis), Kelly Jackson (Stretch Marks), and Norm Simm (The 
Unwanted) among others. (OP, 2016, Documentary, 1 hr. 21 min., 
Winnipeg, Canada)

Total run time: 93 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKERS,
Kathryn Martin  (PISS ON YOU: WINNIPEGS EARLY PUNK SCENE) and Jessica Burgess (DEMO).

Host by Elizabeth Lazebnik.

6:30PM - 8:30PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

A BEAUTIFUL DAY directed by E-Jo Fang. Sorry, you can’t die – it’s a 
beautiful day today. A Beautiful Day peeks into the private world of 
strangers as our protagonist falls, a passenger descending, glimpsing 
the lives of others through their windows. Co presented by Night-
wood Theatre. (WP, 2016, Experimental Drama, 3 min. 30 sec., 
Georgia and China) 
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6:30PM - 8:30PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

FEATURE PRESENTATION

DARK CIRCUS directed by Julia Ostertag. Struggling with her aimless 
existence, a young woman is taken to a parallel universe full of 
bizarre characters and occult rituals. Dark Circus is a story of trans-
formation, a trip to the inner self, from deepest desires to darkest 
nightmares. English subtitles. Co-presented by Nightwood Theatre. 
(NAP, 2016, Drama, 89 min., Germany)

Total run time: 93 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKER Julia Ostertag.
HOSTED & Moderated by Taylor Trowbridge, Director of Communications & Outreach,

9PM - 11PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

LIBERATION directed by Veronica Andersson. A mother is torn between 
her faith and her duty to assist her 14-year-old daughter with an 
abortion. (WP, 2016, Drama, 12 min. 50 sec., Poland)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

LITTLE FEATHER directed by Petr Klein Svoboda and Lucia Klein Svoboda. 
Martina, 18, has reached adulthood and is leaving her long-term 
state-run foster home in Eastern Slovakia. Excited to join her boy-
friend, Roman, in Prague, she promises before leaving to return for 
her best friend, Jana. Tragedy ensues when Martina is betrayed by 
her boyfriend and sold into prostitution. (WP, 2016, Drama, 1 hr. 30 
min., Slovakia, Czech Republic)

Total run time: 93 min. Audience Q & A with FILMMakers Petr Klein Svoboda and 
Lucia Klein Svoboda (Little Feather) and Veronica Andersson (Liberation). 

Hosted By Kristina Nicoll.

Nightwood Theatre
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10AM - 2PM (FREE, OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

SCRIPT READING SERIES
BUC, ROOM #1, 140 Wineva Avenue

TAKING DOWN THE MET written by Andrea J. Forrest. A Rembrandt masterpiece, 
the Portrait of Gerard de Lairesse, forged by its owner, looted by the Nazis 
and hidden away for more than half a century, is given life by a widowed art 
authenticator.  She uses technical skill, moral courage and the help of its 17th 
Century subject to overcome the art world’s arrogance, return a priceless 
treasure to its rightful owners and again find true love. (Drama/Historical 
drama/Romance, St. Albans, VT, USA) 

MYRA and susan written by Precious Chong. When Myra, the longtime house-
keeper of Susan, kidnaps her wealthy and demanding Boss lady Susan, they 
end up on the run in Mexico being chased by her drug dealing ex-husband 
and kidnapped by a Mexican Drug lord who dreams of being a superstar. 
Comedy/Drama/Thriller/Music, Toronto, ON, Canada) 

Take Me In written by Michelle Cutler. Rock-n-roll wild child siblings, Juliet and 
Julian, are famous for raw, passionate performances, but Julian’s OD leaves 
Juliet near suicidal. She quits the life to get clean until one of the band’s 
songs has an unexpected comeback, and everything Juliet has salvaged is 
threatened to fall apart again. (Drama/Romance/Music, Los Angeles, 
CA, USA)

ACTRA TORONTO MEMBERS

STORY EDITORS: 
Maureen Dory, Alison Brooks, Allegra Fulton and Cia Mellegers.

SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMERS & FACILITATORS: 
Lindsey Connell and Monica Lee-Bellais.
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12PM - 1:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

MEET THE DISTRIBUTORS, PANEL DISCUSSION
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

Methods of distribution are constantly evolving. Traditional and new 
models are merging in this ever-changing landscape. Learn about 
financing, going to market, and understanding sales options.

Moderated by, Kelly Payne, Program Consultant, Industry Initiatives,
Ontario Media Development Corporation.

Made possible with the support of the OMDC Industry Initiatives Program.

2PM - 3:30PM (VIP PASS HOLDERS WELCOME TO WATCH)

LIVE PITCH COACHING SESSION
BUC, ROOM #1, 140 Wineva Avenue

PANELISTS: 
Susan Curran, United Front Entertainment; Robin Smith, President Kino-
Smith Inc.; and Sanjay Burman, CEO, IndieVue.com and more delegates 
TBA

WRITERS: 
4th of July by Erin Cardiff (Drama, ON)
Myra and SuSan by Precious Chong (Comedy/Drama/Adventure/Music, ON).
Wrecked by CC Knox (Drama, BC).
the trade by Sheila Warren (Investigative drama/International, BC)
the colourS of alMazz by Martine Blue (Drama/fantasy, NFLD)
unidentified Minor by Shannon Welsh (Drama/Family/Religion/Dance, BC)
the BeSt VerSion of you by Shannon Meehan and Mark Ward (Sci Fi, USA)
taking doWn the Met by Andrea Forrest Brock (Historical drama/romance, USA)
the Quaking by Tinna Hrafnsdottir (Drama, Iceland)

PITCH COACHES:
Susan Curran, United Front Ent. 
Monica Lee - Bellais, Executive Producer
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11AM - 1PM
CANADIAN SHORT & FOREIGN FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

INGRID AND THE BLACK HOLE directed by Leah Johnson. Two children experience 
a lifetime together when they imagine what it would be like to 
travel through a black hole. (2016, 6 min., 30 sec., Nova Scotia, 
Halifax, Canada)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

SISTERHOOD directed by Tracy Choi. Sisterhood charts an emotionally com-
plex journey into one woman’s past. As a young woman in 1990s Macau, 
innocent Sei is taken under the wing of street-wise Ling, who gets her a 
job at a massage parlour and takes her into her home. When Ling gets 
pregnant, they decide to raise the baby together. But when neighbours 
start to gossip about the nature of their relationship, the tension between 
them builds until they part bitterly, all against the backdrop of Macau’s 
handover to China. Twenty years later, now living in Taiwan, Sei learns that 
Ling has died and returns to her home city, which has transformed from a 
quiet backwater into a neon metropolis. In reconnecting with the boy, Lok 
Lok, now a handsome 18-year-old, she puts together the pieces of her 
relationship with Ling and learns the truth about the end of their relation-
ship. (WP, Drama, 1 hr. 37 min., Hong Kong)

Total run time: 1 hr., 43 min. Audience Q & A with fILMmakers. Hosted by Stella Pascall.

1:30PM - 3:30PM
INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

ROUGH WATERS directed by Claire Imler and Troy Charbonnet. Submerged 
in the darkness of her depression and struggling to stay afloat in the 
rough waters of her life, Katie uncovers what matters most in her 
journey to recovery. (WP, 2016, Experimental Drama, 6 min. 36 
sec., Irvine, CA, USA)
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1:30PM - 3:30PM
INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

BEFORE THE WAVE directed by Molly Willows. Before the Wave is a 
lyrical documentary featuring a captivating community of indigenous, 
stateless Moken sea nomads who live off the coast of Burma and 
Thailand. Today living as a ragtag community of ocean-frolicking outliers, 
the vibrant community survived the Boxing Day tsunami 10 years 
ago. This poetic and intimate film explores their disappearing 
aquatic lifestyle and shifting spirituality, largely due to Christian 
missionaries who arrived to “save” them after the fatal wave, and 
reflects upon broader issues of globalization, modern-day religiosity, 
and our fragile environment. (NAP, 2016, Documentary, 23 min., 
Thailand, Myanmar/Canada)

UNWELCOME directed by Ida Theresa Myklebost. In a makeshift tent on a 
gas station in Greece lives six-year-old Menwar and his family. They 
fled the bloody war in Syria hoping to find peace in Europe but arrived 
in Greece only to find that the rest of Europe has closed its borders to 
them. (CP, 2017, Documentary, 15 min. 50 sec., Greece/USA)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

DOGS OF DEMOCRACY directed by Mary Zournazi. Zournazi explores life on 
the street through the eyes of stray dogs and the community’s ev-
eryday experience with them, where the dogs symbolize hope for 
the people during Greece’s anti-austerity movement. It is a universal 
story about love and loyalty and speaks to what we can learn from 
animals. (CP, 2016, Documentary, 57 min., Greece/Australia)

Total run time: 101 minutes. Audience Q & A with FILMmakers.
Hosted by Stella Pascall.
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4PM - 6PM
SHORT FILM PROGRAM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

THE MILLINER directed by Meagan Cignoli. The Milliner is a playful 
exploration of the history of hats and design, chronicling the evolution 
of millinery and the considerations of modern hat makers as they 
reinterpret the form. (WP, 2016, Experimental/Animation, 5 min. 9 
sec., New York, NY, USA)

MALLORY MEMPHIS directed by Paige K. Boudreau. Mallory Memphis is a 
childhood urban legend come to life. It explores themes of beliefs and 
peer pressure told by an unreliable narrator. (TP, 2016, Dramedy, 2 
min. 53 sec., Calgary, AB, Canada)

DENIAL directed by Claudia Hébert. Sara won’t stop calling a man who 
does not pick up the phone. (OP, 2016, Drama, 12 min. 40 sec., 
Toronto/Montreal, Canada)

CANNONBALL directed by Katherine Barrell. On the eve of her 30th 
birthday, Marley wakes up to find her past is still present. (WP, 2016, 
Drama, 10 min. 7 sec., Burlington, ON, Canada)

TEMPORARY directed by Milena Govich. A compassionate veterinarian 
works as an in-home euthanasia specialist for dying pets, but when 
he’s called to the house of an eccentric pet owner, she challenges the 
ideals of his chosen profession. (CP, 2016, Drama, 12 min. 18 sec., 
Norman, OK, USA)

THE FINAL SHOW directed by Dana Nachman. A woman who has lived a 
long life full of love and loss has to decide, based on all that she has 
learned, who to take along to eternity. (WP, 2016, Comedy, 9 min. 20 
sec., Los Altos, CA, USA)

CHOKECHERRY directed by Sandi Barrett. Chokecherry follows three 
young sisters through pertinent moments over the course of one 
summer as the eldest crosses the threshold from the unrestrained 
recklessness of childhood to the often-painful self-awareness of 
young adulthood. (CP, 2016, Drama, 12 min., Calgary, AB, Canada)
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4PM - 6PM
SHORT FILM PROGRAM  CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

THE RAVENS directed by Jennifer Perrott. When young Ruby’s father 
returns unexpectedly from war, his volatile state makes it difficult for 
the family to reconnect. Ruby’s anxieties are projected onto a pair of 
ravens, vigilantly defending their nearby nest, who become a catalyst 
for the troubled family’s journey from crisis to healing. (WP, 2016, 
Drama, 22 min. 7 sec., Australia)

Total run time: 86 min. Audience Q & A with FILMmakers. Hosted by Naomi McCormack.

6PM - 9PM
FeFF PHOTO EXHIBIT (6:PM-7:30PM) & INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM 
PROGRAM (7:30PM - 9PM)
BUC, 140 Wineva Avenue. THE GREAT HALL & MAIN FLOOR

Air completes the quartet of elemental themes the FeFF Photography 
Exhibition has previously presented, following Water, Fire, and Earth. 
The ancient Greek philosopher Anaximenes (mid-6th century BCE) 
thought that all life was, at base, created from air. The other elements 
were considered part of air’s cyclical change, in which variations in 
the density of air results in the creation of the other elements. Fire, 
which he understood as “thinned air,” creates air, air turns to wind, 
wind to cloud, cloud as condensed air turns to water, and when 
further condensed, water then turns to earth and stone. The Internet 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy describes Anaximenes’s Doctrine of Air 
as “Natural forces constantly act on the air and transform it into 
other materials, which come together to form the organized world.” 
Anaximenes associated air with breath, and therefore the life force, 
which he believed gave air divine attributes.

His ideas follow the philosopher Thales, who thought that everything 
was made of water, and Anaximander, who thought all four elements 
work in combination. 



WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM

THURSDAY JUNE 22nd *F
IL

M
S

*

6PM - 9PM
FeFF PHOTO EXHIBIT (6:PM-7:30PM) & INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM 
PROGRAM (7:30PM - 9PM) CONT.
BUC, 140 Wineva Avenue. THE GREAT HALL & MAIN FLOOR

In this exhibition, diverse creative interpretations of the Air them have 
been welcomed to reflect a variety of meanings and occurrences  
related to air, through breath, spirit, air pollution, wind, quantum 
occurrences, and beyond.

Group exhibition, curated by Elaine Brodie and Inger Whist. Produced 
in association with The Beach Photo Club, John Wallace, and in 
partnership with the Beach United Church.

Beach Photo Club –  Celebrating 150 Years, Women of the Beach Photo Club.

INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM (7:30PM-9PM)

DAY directed by Edie Pijpers. This animated short speaks of the beauty, 
depth, magic, and truth that are to be found in the banality and 
repetition of life. Twelve acrylic paintings lay the basis for showing 
the many different roles we inhabit throughout our everyday lives. 
(WP, 2016, Animation, 2 min. 46 sec., New York, NY, USA)

ABOUT DEATH directed by Eunjae Lee. One afternoon, Eun, who is living 
alone in a foreign country while studying, feels unfamiliar with 
the death of fish on her cutting board. (OP, 2016, Drama, 11 min. 
27 sec., South Korea)
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6PM - 9PM
FeFF PHOTO EXHIBIT (6:PM-7:30PM) & INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM 
PROGRAM (7:30PM - 9PM) CONT.
BUC, THE GREAT HALL, 140 Wineva Avenue

STATUS QUO directed by Marie-Rose Osta. In the midst of a boiling Middle 
East, while the Lebanese borders are under constant attack by 
terrorists, a Beiruti couple is battling their midnight anxiety. They’re 
not able to sleep, and a range of troubled emotions erupt to the 
surface. They fight. They let go and they eat popcorn as they watch 
the escalation of war where the main question is what can they do 
about it? (CP, 2017, Experimental Drama, 20 min., Lebanon)

NO END directed by Josephine Massarella. This lyrical journey explores 
the intersection of interconnectivity and lived experience. (2016, 
Experimental,  6 min., Toronto, ON, Canada)

PAINTING IN NATURE directed by Mary Sheridan. Set in Wilno Hills, near 
eastern Ontario’s Algonquin Park, this cinematic poem about our 
perception of beauty found in nature features the Wild Women 
wilderness artists. (2015, Experimental, 9 min., Eastern Highlands, 
ON, Canada)

COME TO THE EDGE directed by Sophie Dia Pegrum. Come to the Edge brings 
together art and science in an experimental synthesis of music, audio, 
and archival footage celebrating our unique human quest to find our 
place amongst the stars. (WP, 2016, Experimental, Documentary, 8 
min. 25 sec., Woodland Hills, CA, USA)

SCHIZOPHRENIA directed by Yuri Muraoka. A director’s self-portrait of her 
seventh year of treatment for schizophrenia. “An obsession by the 
name of ‘odd-numbers’ torments me in daily life” (Chapter 1, “The odd 
numbers”). “A death sentence was being pronounced. With the sound 
of the scaffold coming down, the fear of self-destruction that ‘the 
reality’ collapses into pieces from my foot” (Chapter 2, “Transparent, 
I am”). (CP, 2016, Experimental, 10 min., Japan)

Total run time: 62 minutes. Audience Q & A with FILMmakers.
Hßosted by FeFF Director, Leslie-Ann Coles.
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9:30PM - 11PM
NORTH AMERICAN SHORT & FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

BEAUTIFUL DEAD THINGS directed by Renee Faia and Ingela Ogard. Beautiful 
Dead Things is a powerful exploration of how we process grief. 
Whimsical yet poignant in its approach, the film employs non-linear 
storytelling, jumping instead between loosely connected memories 
and fantasies, in the same way our own subconscious minds seek 
closure around loss, while revealing moments of meaning and beauty. 
Ultimately, it is a story about the smallest of life’s details and the 
profound impact they can have on our ability to let go. (WP, 2016, 
Comedy, 15 min., Los Angeles, CA, USA)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

WEREWOLF directed by Ashley Mckenzie. Blaise and Nessa are out-
cast methadone users in their small town. Each day they push a 
rusty lawnmower door-to-door begging to cut grass. Nessa plots an 
escape, while Blaise lingers closer to collapse. Tethered to one another, 
their getaway dreams are kept on a suffocatingly short leash. (2016, 
Drama, 78 min., Cape Breton Island, NS, Canada)

Total run time:93 minutes. Audience Q & A with FILMmaker, Renee Faia.
Hosted by Elizabeth Lazebnik.

Best Canadian film at Festival du Nouveau Cinema, winner of three 
awards at the Atlantic Film Festival, and part of TIFF’s Canada’s Top 
10 Film Festival.



Beach United Church 
Congratulates Female Eye Film Festival on the  

occasion of it’s 15th Anniversary! 

10:30 am Sunday Services 
Jazz & Reflection Series 
SoundWave Café Series 

Organ Stop Recital Series 
Jam Sessions 

Community Meetings 

Cooking with Soul 
Interfaith Meals 

Social Justice Events 
Summer Camps 
Knitting Circle 
Event Rentals 

Beach United invites you to: 

 

140 Wineva Ave.  
Toronto, ON, M4E 2T4 

www.beachunitedchurch.com 
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12PM - 1:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

FILMMAKERS PANEL DISCUSSION
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

In this entertaining, enlightening discussion, an eclectic group of 
director’s share the stories behind the making of their films, of-
fer insight into their creative processes, and talk about their next 
productions.

Moderated by Leslie-Ann Coles, FeFF Founder & Executive Director

WIDC CAREER ADVANCEMENT MODULE (CAM)
(BY INVITATION ONLY)

The WIDC Career Advancement Module (CAM) runs from June 21 
to September 21, 2017. Presented with major support from Tele-
film Canada, the CAM offers a tailored leadership master class to 
four pre-selected mid-career women filmmakers during the festival. 
It includes a Full Festival pass, group and one to one meetings with 
CAM mentors and industry experts, and 3 follow up “Career Goal” 
coaching check-ins after the Festival

DIRECTORS: 
Martine Blue, dir. Hunting Pignut (Opening Gala Feature, CND); Saskia 
Rifkin, dir. Can Hitler Happen Here? (Closing Gala Feature, USA); Renee 
Faia, dir. Beautiful Dead Things (USA); Romi Trower, What if It Works? 
(Australia); Deborah Kampmeier, dir. Without Grace (USA); Lucia Klein 
Svoboda, dir. Little Feather (Czech Republic ); Julia Ostertag, dir. Dark 
Circus (Germany); Jessica Cameron, dir. Mania (USA); Kathryn Martin, 
dir. Piss on You: Winnipeg’s Early Punk Scene (CND); Marie-Helene Tur-
cotte, dir. If Ou Le Rouge Perdu / Red Of The Yew Tree (CND).

CAM MENTORS AND GUESTS: 
Marina Cordoni, MCE; Dan Lyon, Telefilm Canada; John Galway, Bell 
Media, Harold Greenberg Fund; Andra Sheffer, Independent Production 
Fund. Facilitated by WIDC Producer, Carol Whiteman. Producer, The 
Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC) Program.
CAM Participants: Virginia Abramovich, Katia Cafe-Fabrissy, Elizabeth 
Lazebnik, Naomi Mark.
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2PM - 3:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

MEET THE FUNDERS, PANEL DISCUSSION
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

Providing information necessary for filmmakers, screenwriters, 
and producers to evolve their projects, steer them through the 
development phase, and get their pictures made through the 
public-funding sector.

Moderated by Carol Whiteman, President & CEO Creative Women Workshops Association/Producer, 
WIDC program. Made possible with the support of the OMDC Industry Initiatives Program.

4PM - 5:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

FeFF BEST IN THE BIZ TRIBUTE: 2017 HONORARY MAVERICK
BUC, THE GREAT HALL, 140 Wineva Avenue 

2017 HONORARY MAVERICK, VALERIE CREIGHTON
President & CEO, Canadian Media Fund

Valerie Creighton’s Best In the Biz Tribute, part of a signature series of the 
FeFF features an intimate conversion with our honorary guest: 

Valerie Creighton is an industry leader in arts, culture, and media, recog-
nized for reenergizing some of the country’s most important organizations 
in the sector over the last 30 years. An expert in organizational change, 
Valerie has been recognized as a visionary in promoting Canada’s cultural 
wealth. Currently serving as President and CEO of the Canada Media 
Fund, Valerie positions Canadian programming at the forefront in world 
markets advocating successful, innovative Canadian content and software 
applications for current and emerging digital platforms. 

Moderator Judy Gladstone, Executive Director of the Documentary Organization of Canada.

PANELISTS: 
Kelly Payne, Program Consultant, Industry Initiatives Ontario Media Develop-
ment Corporation; Dan Lyon, Regional Feature Film Executive – Ontario and 
Nunavut, Telefilm Canada; Marcia Douglas, Program Manager, Bell Broadcast 
& New Media Fund; Kathleen Meek, Production Executive, Drama, Indepen-
dent Production, Bell Media; Melissa Amer, Deputy Director, English Services 
Market, Canada Media Fund Program Administrator; Monique Van Remortel, 
Director, Business & Rights, Unscripted Programming CBC English Services.
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5:30PM - 7PM (OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)
3RD ANNUAL LIVE PITCH SESSION
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

LABOUR DAY - JEANIE CALLEJA
Logline: Control-freak and determined-loner Kit Suggs is in labour with 
a baby who refuses to come out when an errant doula convinces her to 
waddle free from the hospital to get her emotional house in order. First 
stop - informing the father. (Comedy, Toronto, ON, Canada)

4th of july - erin cardiff
Logline: The story is based on real events - a real-life murder case, 
with four bodies found deep in the woods of New Hampshire. A case 
that took 15 years to even uncover, and has still gone unsolved since. 
(Drama, Toronto, ON, Canada)

MYRA AND SUSAN- PRECIOUS CHONG
Logline: When Myra, the longtime housekeeper of Susan, kidnaps her 
wealthy and demanding Boss lady Susan, they end up on the run in 
Mexico being chased by her drug dealing ex-husband and kidnapped by 
a Mexican Drug lord who dreams of being a superstar. (Comedy/Drama/
Adventure/Music, Toronto, ON, Canada)

WRECKED - CHRISTINA BILLINGHAM
Logline: Lindy has finally found happiness with her wife and three young 
daughters, when a tragic accident rips them apart. Lindy is left to pick 
up the pieces and fight to keep her family together. (Drama, Chilliwach, 
BC, Canada)

$2,500 CASH PRIZE
Sponsored by Cinespace and Tribes Studios inc.
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5:30PM - 7PM (OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)
3RD ANNUAL LIVE PITCH SESSION CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

THE TRADE - SHEILA WARREN
Logline: A high speed chase in Northern Thailand instigates a deadly 
search by a battle-weary rescue agent and her team to find a jungle 
trafficking camp. Can the girl who escaped it help them rescue hundreds 
of others and take down the corrupt officials who protect it? (Investiga-
tive drama/International, Toronto, ON, Canada)

THE COLOURS OF ALMAZZ - MARTINE BLUE
Logline: A post-apocalyptic adventure drama following a gang of former 
sex slaves with disabilities, who must fight to survive and stay free in a 
harsh, climate-changed world. (Fantasy/Drama, Epworth, NL. Canada)

UNIDENTIFIED MINOR- SHANNON WELSH
Logline: Unlikely friends Joni and Amber find strength in each other 
to combat their troubled home lives. Amber, a Jehovah’s Witness with 
secret talents as a dancer, finds in Joni a way out of her confining life. 
Joni thinks she can save them both, and find the love she needs, but it 
is far more complicated than she thinks. As tensions mount, each girl 
must confront the limits to their friendship, as things being to go horribly 
wrong. (Drama/Family/Religion/Dance, Vancouver, BC, Canada)

THE BEST VERSION OF YOU - SHANNON MEEHAN AND MARK WARD
Logline: A malfunctioning android struggles to appease her abusive own-
er before he scraps her for an upgrade. When an enigmatic newer model 
arrives to treat her, she must confront her trauma or become obsolete. 
(Sci Fi, Forked River, NJ, USA)

TAKing DOWN THE mET- ANDREA FORREST BROCK
Logline: A Rembrandt masterpiece, the Portrait of Gerard de Lairesse, is 
forged by its owner, looted by the Nazis and hidden away for more than 
half a century, is given life by a widowed art authenticator. She uses 
technical skill, moral courage and the help of its 17th Century subject, 
to overcome the art world’s arrogance, return a priceless treasure to its 
rightful owners and again find true lovee. (Historical drama/romance, 
St. Albans, VT, USA)
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5:30PM - 7PM (OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)
3RD ANNUAL LIVE PITCH SESSION CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

THE QUAKING - TINNA HRAFNSDOTTIR
Logline: After being hit by a fierce epilepsy seizure Saga’s (40) life 
changes forever. Long forgotten memories from her childhood suddenly 
start to come back forcing her to face a disturbing truth about her past 
and present and herself as a daughter, a sister, a wife and a mother . 
(Drama, Reykjavik, Iceland)

         LIVE PITCH SPONSORS :
  With over 2 Million square feet of studio and support  
   space on almost 100 acres in both Toronto and Chicago,  
  Cinespace is North America’s largest private owner, op-
erator and developer of studio space. Cinespace is proud to support the 
Female Eye film festival for a third consecutive year.

   TriBro Studios is Toronto’s newest film studio with over 
  100,000 square feet of production space perfectly 
  situated in Toronto, and have announced plans for 
a second location, which will be home to four purpose built sound-
stage’s providing over 270 000 sq ft at the Durham Live entertainment 
complex in Pickering, ON. In June 2015 TriBro Studios launched a 
ground-breaking and trailblazing incentive program to cut fees in half 
for productions helmed by women to encourage the hiring of women in 
leading creative positions. TriBro is proud to be supporting this year’s 
Female Eye Film Festival.

JURY: 
Peter Apostolopoulos, President, TriBros. Studios
Kim Haladay, Partner in Business Development, Propagation Media
Powys Dewhurst, Business Development, Urban Post
John Bain, President, Search Engine Films
Caitlin Carmody, Development Coordinator, Don Carmody Productions
Meghan Armstrong, COO, AIC Studios
William Scoular, Stage Director, Writer and Filmmaker



CFS_FeFFPageAD_2017.indd   1 6/8/17   3:28 PM



WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM

FRIDAY JUNE 23rd *F
IL

M
S

*

10AM - 12PM
CANADIAN SHORT DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD directed by Roberta Staley. In Afghanistan, a vi-
brant, free, and independent media — nurtured under NATO occupa-
tion — has created a battleground for female journalists fighting to 
overcome the culture of silence and invisibility imposed upon women 
during years of Taliban and mujahideen rule. (WP, 2016, Documen-
tary, 46 min. 28 sec., Vancouver, BC, Canada)

CREE CODE TALKER directed by Alexandra Lazarowich. Cree Code Talker 
reveals the role of Charles “Checker” Tomkins during the Second 
World War. Digging deep into the US archives, it depicts the true 
story of Tomkins’ involvement with the US Air Force and the develop-
ment of the code talkers’ communication system, which was used to 
transmit crucial military communications, using the Cree language as 
a vital secret weapon in combat. (OP, 2016, Documentary, 10 min., 
Edmonton, AB, Canada)

LANA GETS HER TALK directed by Beth Wishart MacKenzie. Cree artist Lana 
Whiskeyjack is observed as she works to complete a mixed-media 
sculpture of a tortured face, the face of her uncle. Lana calls the 
piece Losing My Talk. This brief study allows viewers to come to 
some understanding of the trauma experienced by Canada’s Indig-
enous people in the residential school system, the system’s lasting 
effect on the children of survivors, and one woman’s journey to 
recover what was lost: dignity, identity, and voice. A story of 
resilience, Lana’s journey speaks of the power of Indigenous “ways 
of being” in our time. (OP, 2017, Documentary, 37 min. 8 sec., 
Edmonton, AB, Canada)

Total run time: 94 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKErs.
Hosted by Kristina Nicole.
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12:30PM - 2:30PM
CANADIAN SHORT & FOREIGN FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

MILK directed by Winnifred Jong. A short comedy about communication. 
Vicki buys milk and finds that telling her grandmother is the hardest 
part. (WP, 2016, Comedy, 1 min. 27 sec., Toronto, ON, Canada)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

29+1 directed by Kearen Pang. Kearan first wrote 29+1 for the the-
atre, in 2005, as a way of facing the uncertainty of turning 30. In 
the end, she also directed and acted in it out of passion and creative 
curiosity, to further explore her feelings and personal experience. 
After telling it for eight years onstage, this story has led to her 
feature film directorial debut. (CP, 2016, Comedy, 1 hr. 10 min., Hong 
Kong) Nominated for Best Foreign Feature 2017.

Total run time: 111 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKErs.
Hosted Naomi McCormack.

3PM - 4:30PM
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

THE BAKEBOOK directed by Suri Parmar. A modern-day animated fairy-
tale, in which a woman overcomes the disappearance of her lover 
through her passion for baking. (WP, 2016, Animation, 9 min. 50 
sec., Toronto, ON, Canada)

HELGA directed by Tinna Hrafnsdóttir. Helga, a recently divorced, single 
mother in her 30s, struggles to cope with everyday life. One 
day, when reflecting on her childhood memories, she is pushed to 
acknowledge herself and the things that matter the most in life. 
(NAP, 2016, Drama, 12 min. 28 sec., Iceland)
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3PM - 4:30PM
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

CRUMBLE directed by Pauline Wai Lam. A mother’s idiosyncratic farewell 
dinner for her 18-year-old daughter results in disaster as they con-
front a decision made in desperation with devastating consequences. 
(WP, 2016, Drama, 12 min. 5 sec., London, United Kingdom)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MANGO! directed by Eva Colmers. How do you connect 
when you’re worlds apart? Almara tries hard to reach her son far 
away in the Philippines, but everything goes wrong within the Cana-
dian family for which she’s a caregiver. Beautifully shot and acted, 
Happy Birthday, Mango! is a touching comment on the struggle to 
connect with others in a complex, busy world. (WP, 2017, Drama, 13 
min. 14 sec., Vancouver, BC, Canada)

THE GRAVEDIGGER’S DAUGHTER directed by Shira Gabay. Esther’s father was 
a gravedigger who, in his last will and testament, made only one 
significant request: that one of his sons continue with his profes-
sion. None have the slightest interest in doing so. Esther, the only 
daughter in this traditional Sephardic North African home, embarks 
on a struggle to carry on her father’s legacy of humility and kind-
ness, over the objections of her family and community. A feminist 
film with a sprinkling of graveyard humour. (2016, Drama, 16 min. 
32 sec., Israel)

WITHOUT GRACE directed by Deborah Kampmeier. When Grace (Angela 
Cohen), a woman with multiple psychiatric diagnoses, returns home 
to live with her aging parents, the sanity and lives of everyone in-
volved are threatened. Based on a true story, Without Grace jour-
neys through the devastating family dynamic of mental illness and 
the parents’ ultimate struggle to let go of their child. (WP, 2016, 
Drama, 18 min., New York, USA)



WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM • WWW.FEMALEEYEFILMFESTIVAL.COM

FRIDAY JUNE 23rd *F
IL

M
S

*

3PM - 4:30PM
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM PROGRAM CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

ROSARIO Directed by Marlén Ríos-Farjat. Rosario, a housewife who 
is the caregiver for her ill husband, silently struggles between her 
responsibilities and her desire for a more fulfilling life. (CP, 2016, 
Drama, 10 min. 8 sec., Mexico)

Total run time: 90 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKErs.
Hosted by Elizabeth Lazebnik.

7:30PM - 9:30PM
FOREIGM SHORT & FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

SELVA OBSCURA directed by Elizabeth Wadium. In Selva Obscura, Wadium 
marries her two loves – film and music – to reflect on the uncertainty 
and longing in a life’s journey. (WP, 2016, Experimental, 4 min. 30 
sec., Finland)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

DEVIL’S BRIDE directed by Saara Cantell. The year is 1666 and a lethal 
witch-hunt is about to begin. A true story of passion and betrayal 
set against the growing hysteria of the most widespread witch-hunt 
in Scandinavian history. (NAP, 2016, Period Drama, 1 hr. 44 min., 
Finland)

Total run time: 109 min. Audience Q & A with actor, Tuulia Eloranta (Devilsbride).
Moderated by Naomi McCormack.
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10PM - 12AM
LATE NIGHT THRILLS & CHILLS
THE FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

BETA PERSEI directed by Katherine Clark. In this contemporary reimagining 
of the myth of Perseus and Medusa, a planetarium owner unravels 
as he forges an earthbound relation with his stargazing companion. 
(CP, 2015, Horror/Science Fiction/Fantasy, 17 min. 25 sec.,  
Chicago, USA)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

POIGNANT directed by Jaspreet Kaur. A young medical researcher 
named Amy (Laura Mitchell) wrestles with the frightening connection 
of a mysterious entity that has bonded with her. As she enters 
this surreal journey and sees her world change before her, Amy 
must deal with questions surrounding her own sanity and what this 
terrifying entity may want from her. (WP, 2016, Thriller, 1 hr. 30 min., 
Vancouver, BC, Canada)

Total run time: 108 min. Audience Q & A with Filmmaker, Jaspreet Kaur (Poignant).
Hosted by Jay Kay.

Joining the esteemed family of The Female Eye Film Festival, Jay Kay 
has been called the Charlie Rose of Horror for his tireless work culti-
vating creator conversations. A jack of many dark trades – including 
radio, journalism, film judging (Etheria Film Night), and moderating Q 
& As at a variety of film festivals (Ax Wound Film Fest) and horror 
conventions (HorrorHound) – Jay Kay brings unique perspective, heart, 
and intangibles to any conversation. As the host of the Rondo-Hatton-
nominated Horror Happens Radio Show, he has created one of the most 
well-respected and diverse horror talk-radio shows streaming today. 
The weekly live and uncensored program continues to grow on multiple 
streaming stations, with more than 1,000 first-time guests over five 
seasons and over 215 episodes spanning the dark corners of horror.
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10AM - 2PM (FREE, OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

SCRIPT READING SERIES
BUC, ROOM #1, 140 Wineva Avenue

BALLADS IN PASSING written by Geraldine Carr.  Ballads in Passing is the story of 
terminally-ill Elizabeth Baird (68), an award-winning chef and restaurateur, 
and Cassie Andrews (18), an emerging blues-folk singer-songwriter. When 
Elizabeth, quite by accident, hears Cassie sing at an open stage, Elizabeth 
is profoundly moved by Cassie’s voice - moved so much so, that Elizabeth 
decides to hire Cassie to sing her through her passing. But can one really 
plan one’s dying days? It’s a story of friendship and acceptance - of new 
beginnings and inevitable endings. (Drama/Music, Edmonton, AB, Canada) 

QUARTERMOON IN A TEN-CENT TOWN written by Mark Daniels. A dramedy with quirks, 
both funny and tragic, this story is about Darva Sue Grubb, an unassuming 
teacher’s aide who experiences an unexpected fling with a quack doctor which 
sets in motion a chain of events that disrupts the small town of Woodbine 
and changes her life forever. (Drama/Comedy, Corbin, Kentucky, USA) 

THE BEST VERSION OF YOU written by Mark Ward and Shannon Meehan. A malfunc-
tioning android struggles to appease her abusive owner before he scraps her 
for an upgrade. When an enigmatic newer model arrives to treat her, she must 
confront her trauma or become obsolete. (Drama/Thriller/Science Fiction, 
Forked River, NJ,  USA)

ACTRA TORONTO MEMBERS

STORY EDITORS: 
Maureen Dory, Alison Brooks, Allegra Fulton and Cia Mellegers.

SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMERS & FACILITATORS: 
Lindsey Connell and Monica Lee-Bellais.
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12PM - 4PM (CLOSED DOOR SESSION. BY INVITATION ONLY)

ONTARIO PRODUCER ROUND-UP
BUC, ROOM #2, 140 Wineva Avenue

Made with the support of the Ontario Media Development Corporation.

In an effort to evolve and expand production opportunities for women 
writers and directors in Ontario, The Female Eye Film Festival is round-
ing up established Ontario-based producers and emerging women pro-
ducers for a new industry initiative. 

Over the years, we have noted that many women writers/filmmakers are 
not on the radar of local producers. The goal of the Ontario Producer 
Round-Up is to team emerging women producers and established pro-
ducers, who will then meet with award-winning FeFF directors and writers 
culled from 15 years of the festival to participate in a program geared 
toward the production of features directed and written by women. The 
writers/directors will pitch their feature projects in closed-door ses-
sions, then producers will select projects for development in Phase Two, 
during TIFF 2017; in Phase Three, starting December 2017, the projects 
will be further developed toward the ultimate goal of completion. 

We feel that by engaging aspiring women producers in this program they 
will actively support women writers/directors in the future as we move 
steadily toward correcting the gender inequity that plagues our industry.

FACILITATOR, Aida Memisevic, Media, Marketing and Digital Strategist

PRODUCERS: 
David Miller, A71 Entertainment Group; Jessica Martins, [H]ERO Artists 
Agency; Byron A. Martin, Producer, Byron A. Martin Productions Inc.; 
Sally Karam, Film & Television Producer. More delegates TBA

FeFF ALUMNI:  
Virginia Abramovich, Valerie Buhagiar, Jen Frankel, Elizabeth Lazebnik, 
Jill Riley, Sarah Lashbrooke, and Precious Chong.

EXECUTIVE PRODUCED BY LESLIE-ANN COLES, FeFF.
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4PM - 5:30PM (OPEN TO PUBLIC, INDUSTRY & FESTIVAL DELEGATES)

FeFF BEST IN THE BIZ TRIBUTE: 2017 HONORARY DIRECTOR
BUC, THE GREAT HALL, 140 Wineva Avenue 

2017 HONORARY DIRECTOR, ANN MARIE FLEMING

Ann Marie’s Best in the Biz Tribute, part of a signature series at FeFF 
features an intimate conversation with our honorary guest: 

Ann Marie Fleming is a Eurasian-Canadian filmmaker, animator, and writer. 
Internationally acclaimed for her genre-spanning work in the media arts, 
Ann Marie is being celebrated at the 15th Annual Female Eye Festival as 
our 2017 Honorary Director. We are delighted to present two of her fea-
tures at the festival: her multiple-award-winning animated Window Horses 
and The French Guy, which won Best Canadian Feature at FeFF in 2010. 

FeFF 2017 also proudly presents Ann Marie’s animated feature, 
Window Horses and The French Guy (Comedy, 2006) at the FeFF 
2017! www.femaleeyefilmfestival.com

Moderated, by Carol Whiteman | President & CEO / Producer Creative Women Workshops 
Association (CWWA) / Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC).



!

  

WIDC 
Women In the Director’s Chair 

! 20th Anniversary 

!

 
 

 
  

 
Develop your next screen fiction project 

APPLY NOW! 
www.widc.ca | @WIDC_ca 

 
Find 220 Canadian women screen directors  
WIDC Alumnae Directory | widc.ca/directory 

 
Celebrating major milestones  

Happy 15th Anniversary  
Female Eye Film Festival! 
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10AM - 12PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

O FLORescer da voz directed by Jaime Leigh Gianopoulos. The story of a 
powerful woman silenced by brutality during the time of slavery in 
Brazil and two contemporary artists who are using their voices as 
a tool for social transformation and women’s empowerment. (WP, 
2016, Experimental Documentary, 8 min. 58 sec., Vancouver, BC, 
Canada)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

little stones directed by Sophia Kruz. From a graffiti artist speaking 
out against domestic violence in the favelas of Brazil to a dancer 
rehabilitating sex-trafficking survivors in India, Little Stones follows 
four women from around the world who use art to empower women 
and girls. (NAP, 2016, 1 hr. 26 min. 48 sec., Documentary, Detroit, 
MI, USA)

Total run time: 95 min. Audience Q & A with fiFILMMAKErs
Sophia Kruz (little stones ) and Jaime Leigh Gianopoulos (O FLORescer da voz).

Hosted by Kalli Paakspuu.

Director Sophia Kruz is an Emmy Award–winning filmmaker. Produced 
over 18 months in Senegal, Kenya, Brazil, Germany, India, and USA, with 
cinematography by Meena Singh (Hollidaysburg) and music by Sundance 
Composers Lab alumni Amritha Vaz. Best Documentary, Vail Film Festival 
and Award of Excellence, Impact Docs Awards.
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12:30PM - 2PM
HONORARY DIRECTOR 2017, ANN MARIE FLEMING
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

CANADIAN ANIMATION FEATURE

window horses directed by Ann Marie Fleming (FeFF Honorary Director 
2017). In this animated feature about love – of family, poetry, 
history, culture – young Canadian poet Rosie Ming is invited to perform 
at a poetry festival in Shiraz, Iran, but she’d rather be in Paris. She 
lives at home with her over-protective Chinese grandparents and has 
never been anywhere by herself. Once in Iran, she finds herself in 
the company of poets and Persians who tell her stories that force 
her to confront her past, the Iranian father she had assumed aban-
doned her, and the nature of poetry itself. It’s about building bridges 
between cultures and generations. It’s about being curious. Staying 
open. And finding your own voice through the magic of poetry. Rosie 
goes on an unwitting journey of forgiveness, reconciliation, and, 
perhaps above all, understanding, through learning about her father’s 
past, her own cultural identity, and her responsibility to it. This film 
is our small effort to try to add a little more peace, love, and under-
standing to our increasingly complex and conflicted world through 
art, poetry, history, and culture. (2016, Animation, 1 hr. 26 min., 
Vancouver, BC, Canada)

Total run time: 1 hr. 52 min. Audience Q & A with  FILMMAKEr Ann Marie Fleming.
Hosted by Naomi McCormack.

3PM - 5PM
CANADIAN SHORT & FOREIGN FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

if ou le rouge perdu (red of the yew tree) directed by Marie-Hélène Turcotte. 
A pheasant hunt becomes a spellbinding elemental odyssey in anima-
tor Turcotte’s visionary rendering of femininity and intuition. (2016, 
Animation, 12 min., Montreal, QC, Canada)

With Sandra Oh, Ellen Page, Shohreh Aghdashloo, Don McKellar, Omid 
Abtahi, Navid Negahban, Nancy Kwan, Eddy Ko, Payman Moaadi, and Jun 
Zhu. (English, Chinese, German, Farsi dialogue).
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3PM - 5PM
CANADIAN SHORT & FOREIGN FEATURE CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

FEATURE PRESENTATION

la familia (Dementia) directed by Giovanna Ribes. University student Roger 
is about to start living independently in his new shared flat when he 
assumes responsibility for his grandfather, and his namesake, Roger, 
who is afflicted with dementia. (NAP, 2016, Black Comedy, 1 hr. 51 
min. 44 sec., Spain)

Total run time: 1 hr. 52 min. Audience Q & A with FILMMAKErs Marie Helene Turcotte (ele) and 
Giovanna Ribes ( La Familia).  Hosted by Naomi McCormack.

5:45PM - 7:30PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

SNOWgirl directed by Ilina Perianova. A mysterious girl appears in the 
lives of an elderly childless couple, and when she meets a troubled 
young man she transforms their understanding of love and life. 
Based on the Russian fairy tale about Snegurochka, this story is 
about miracles and trusting the divine forces at work in the world. 
(NAP, 2016, Dark Comedy, 28 min. 6 sec., Sofia, Bulgaria)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

what if it works? directed by Romi Trower. Adrian (Luke Ford), an ir-
repressibly chirpy tech nerd, suffers from obsessive compulsive 
disorder. Grace, a beautiful street artist, suffers from dissocia-
tive identity disorder (aka multiple personality disorder). As new 
neighbours in an edgy, graffitied suburb of Melbourne, they find 
themselves in therapy with the same psychiatrist and crash into 
each other one evening. Adrian becomes aware of a threat to 
Grace lurking in the form of a fellow street artist, Sledgehammer. 
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5:45PM - 7:30PM
FOREIGN SHORT & FEATURE CONT.
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

FEATURE PRESENTATION CONT. (What if it works?) 

He knows he should help Grace, but he must break free of his OCD to 
do it. Will he overcome his biggest fear? It’s a love story that seems 
impossible, but what if it works. (CP, 2017, Romantic Comedy, 1 hr. 
34 min., Australia)

Total run time: 123 min. Audience Q & A with FILMMAKEr Romi Trower.
Hosted by Angela Argento.

8:30PM - 10PM
2017 HONORARY DIRECTOR, ANN MARIE FLEMING
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

CANADIAN FEATURE

THe french guy directed by Ann Marie Fleming (FeFF Honorary Director 
2017). Elizabeth Murray just wants to help! Feeling lucky to be alive 
after surviving brain surgery, she brings home a stray young man 
to nurse him back to health. (2005, Black Comedy, 1hr., 22 min., 
Vancouver, BC, Canada)

Total run time: 1hr., 22 min.,min. Audience Q & A with  FILMMAKEr Ann Marie Fleming.
Hosted by Elizabeth Lazebnik.

Produced by BAFTA- and Golden Globe–nominated producer Tristram 
Miall (Strictly Ballroom, The Black Balloon) and starring multi-AFI & 
AACTA-award-winner Luke Ford (Red Dog, Animal Kingdom, The Black 
Balloon) as Adrian. Winner, Best Australian Indie Film Award 2017, Gold 
Coast Film Festival.

Starring Babs Chula, Tygh Runyan, and Carly Pope. Winner, Best Cana-
dian Feature, FeFF 2006.
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10:30PM - 12AM
LATE NIGHT THRILLS & CHILLS
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

the singing BOnes directed by Danishka Esterhazy. Inspired by the fable 
of Bluebeard, The Singing Bones tells the story of a young woman 
who attends the party of a famous producer named Derrick Blue. 
Over the course of one evening, through seduction, confession, and 
battle, both their worlds change forever. Adapted from the story by 
Francesca Lia Block, author of the celebrated Weetzie Bat novels. 
(TP, 2016, Thriller, 10 min., San Francisco, CA, USA)

FEATURE PRESENTATION

Mania directed by Jessica Cameron. Two lesbian lovers are forced to 
flee their hometown after a brutal murder changes their lives forever. 
(NAP, 2016, Thriller/Horror LGTBQ2, 1 hr. 28 min., Los Angeles, CA, USA)

Total run time: 98 min. Audience Q & A with FILMMAKERS
Jessica Cameron (MANIA) and Danishka Esterhazy (THE SINGING BONES).

Hosted by Jay Kay.

Joining the esteemed family of The Female Eye Film Festival, Jay 
Kay has been called the Charlie Rose of Horror for his tireless work 
cultivating creator conversations. A jack of many dark trades – includ-
ing radio, journalism, film judging (Etheria Film Night), and moderating 
Q & As at a variety of film festivals (Ax Wound Film Fest) and horror 
conventions (HorrorHound) – Jay Kay brings unique perspective, heart, 
and intangibles to any conversation. As the host of the Rondo-Hatton-
nominated Horror Happens Radio Show, he has created one of the most 
well-respected and diverse horror talk-radio shows streaming today. 
The weekly live and uncensored program continues to grow on multiple 
streaming stations, with more than 1,000 first-time guests over five 
seasons and over 215 episodes spanning the dark corners of horror.
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9AM - 11:30AM (VIP FESTIVAL DELEGATES AND INDUSTRY ONLY)

7TH EDITION FEMALE EYE
DIRECTORS’ BRUNCH & ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSION
SKWISH craft. bar. kitchen., 2252 Queen Street East

In this Female Eye signature series, FeFF delegates (producers, 
screenwriters, directors), including representatives from the public-
funding sector and other stakeholders, will discuss the producer-
director relationship and share networking/relationship-building 
strategies with fellow filmmakers, producers, writers, directors, dis-
tributors, and funders as a means of building potential for collabora-
tions and new business opportunities. The Directors’ Round Table 
aims to develop industry feedback on key issues facing women in 
screen-based media.

Ticketed Event: $25 (includ. Tax)

Moderated by Leslie-Ann Coles, Founder & Executive Director, FeFF, 
and Carol Whiteman. President & CEO / Producer Creative Women 
Workshops Association (CWWA), Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC).

                                    JUNE 19–24, 2018
EARLY DEADLINE: JULY 31, 2017

REGULAR DEADLINE: OCTOBER 31, 2017
LATE DEADLINE: JANUARY 31, 2018

EXTENDED DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 28, 2018

OPEN CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Films must be directed by women. Script Development Program open to both 
men and women (screenplays must feature a female protagonist). 15% discount 

to WIFT, AWD, and LIFT.
Members: Register through Withoutabox and FilmFreeway.

www.FemaleEyeFilmFestival.com

 FEMALE ANNUAL EYE FILM FESTIVAL 
16th
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12PM - 1:30PM
FOREIGN FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

the Babushka’s Of chernobyl directed by Holly Morris. Thirty years after the 
Chernobyl disaster, some 100 women cling fiercely to their ancestral home-
land inside the radioactive “Exclusion Zone.” While most of their neighbours 
have long since fled and their husbands have gradually died off, this stub-
born sisterhood is hanging on - even, oddly, thriving - while trying to culti-
vate an existence on toxic earth. At her cottage, Hanna Zavorotyna brews 
homemade moonshine and slices thick chunks of salo, raw pig fat – though 
it is strictly forbidden to eat local food. “Starvation is what scares me, not 
radiation,” she says. That stark choice reveals an incredible journey the 
women have travelled: from Stalin’s enforced famines in the 1930s, through 
Nazi occupation, to nuclear disaster. Like the wolves, moose, wild boar, and 
other wildlife not seen for decades that have come back to the abandoned 
forests around Chernobyl, the women of the Exclusion Zone, too, have 
an extraordinary story of survival and offer a dark yet strangely affirming 
portrait of life post-apocalypse. (CP, 2016, Documentary, 106 min., USA)

Total run time: 106 min. Moderated Audience Q & A and hosted BY Naomi McCormack.

2PM - 4PM
FOREIGN FEATURE DRAMA
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

KROTOA directed by Roberta Durrant. Set in 1652, Krotoa is a drama 
inspired by an indigenous woman often described as the first South 
African woman to fight against colonialism and discrimination. A bright 
and feisty 11-year-old, Krotoa is removed from her close-knit tribe to 
serve Jan van Riebeeck (the first governor of the Cape Colony), her 
uncle’s trading partner. Brought to live in the first fort established 
by the Dutch East India Company, she grows into a visionary young 
woman who assimilates into the Dutch culture and language so well 
that she rises to become an influential interpreter for Van Riebeeck. 
In doing so, she is rejected by her own Khoi people and eventually 
destroyed by the Dutch when she tries to find a middle way between 
the two cultures. (WP, 2016, Drama, 2 hrs. 2 min., South Africa)

Audience Q & A with fiFILMmaker Roberta Durrant. Hosted by Kalli Paakspuu.
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4:30PM - 6:30PM
SPECIAL FeFF PROGRAM: CANADIAN FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

MELODY MAKERS directed by FeFF Founder and Executive Director Leslie-Ann 
Coles. Melody Makers’ captures the birth of music journalism during 
the zeitgeist of rock n’ roll through the lens of photographer, Barrie 
Wentzell, Chief Contributing Photographer, Melody Maker magazine 
(1965-1975). Melody Maker journalists, select musicians, and 
other subjects who worked behind the scenes take us on an extraor-
dinary journey into the spectacular rise and dramatic fall of Melody 
Maker. (OP, 2016, Documentary, 1 hr. 37 min., Toronto, ON, Canada)

Total run time: 97 min. Audience Q & A with fiDIRECTOR Leslie-Ann Coles. & Rock Photogra-
pher Barrie Wentzell. Hosted by Angela Argento.

7PM - 8:30PM
CLOSING GALA FEATURE
FOX THEATRE, 2236 Queen Street East

CAN HITLER HAPPEN HERE? directed by Saskia Rifkin. Can Hitler Happen Here? 
is notable for featuring a heroine in her 70s. Far from being an elderly 
female archetype, Miriam Kohen (Laura Esterman) offers a daring character 
study of a vibrant, stubborn, individualistic woman intent on holding on to 
her home and her iconoclastic lifestyle. A study of the oft-noted fine line 
between madness and genius, the film allows the viewer a glimpse into 
the mind of a reclusive artist whose home has become both sanctuary 
and second skin. Scenes of chaos, both inner and outer, offer a tangible 
sense of what the world feels like for creative personalities whose shifting 
consciousness and unique perspective on life is paradoxically both their 
greatest asset and most challenging handicap. When meddling neighbours 
take umbrage at Miriam’s refusal to conform to social norms, an intricate 
and breathtaking psychological battle of wits and wills ensues. (WP, Dram-
edy, 1 hr. 14 min., Brooklyn, NY, USA)

Total run time: 74 min. Audience Q & A with Director, Saskia Rifkin, editor Dave Rock,
and producer Jay Cannold. Hosted by Angela Argento.

8:30PM CLOSING AWARDS CEREMONY & RECEPTION @ FOX THEATRE

Awards presented for Best Films and Best Screenplays.  sPONSORED BY STEAM WHISTLE.
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Armatage, Valerie Buhagiar, Ariadna Ochrymovych, Jeff Reynolds, Kayla 

Wemp, Sarah Chodos, Mary Mascardo & Miranda Vester

PROGRAM INTERNS 2017
Katarina Mucke, Nishanthy Thayananthan, Ty Hawley,

Kasha Oliver-Machado-Roy

SCRIPT-DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Script Selection: Lindsey Connell

Facilitators: Lindsey Connell, Monica Lee-Bellais 

SCRIPT-DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT
Alison Brooks

CASTING
Lindsey Connell, Alison Brooks, Allegra Fulton

SCRIPT-READING SERIES, STORY EDITORS
Monica Lee-Bellais, Lindsey Connell, Cia Mellegers, Maureen Dory,

Allegra Fulton, Alison Brooks
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FeFF ART EXHIBIT
Elaine Brodie and Inger Whist in partnership with John Wallace,

Beach Photo Club
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CREATIVE DEPARTMENT
FeFF Art Director: JoJo Carito (JoJoShow)

Illustrator / Artist: Wendle Beaton 

COPY EDITOR
Lesley Fraser

EDITOR (TRAILER & AWARDS)
Kasha Oliver-Machado-Roy

Honorary Director Tribute Reel: Justin McConnell, Unstable Ground 

DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEERS
Cara Gooding

HUMAN RESOURCES CONSULTANT
Namita Kanade

HUMAN RESOURCES ASSISTANT
Lowrie Constantine 

VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
Alana Andrade

SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR
Rebeka Budrys

FeFF AWARDS STATUES
Dawson Calvert  

PUBLICIST
Sasha Stoltz, Sasha Stoltz Publicity & Management
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Kasha Oliver-Machado-Roy
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THEFeFFTEAM
FILM HOSTS & MODERATORS

Leslie-Ann Coles, Angela Argento, Jay Kay,
Naomi McCormack, Elizabeth Lazebnik, Judy Gladstone,

Stella Pascall, Carol Whiteman, Kalli Paakspuu,
Inga Breede, Kristina Nicole, Rebeka Budrys

FeFF BOARD & ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Angela Argento, Naomi McCormack, Christine Argyris,

Jinder Chalmers, Kay Armatage

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Carol Whiteman, Gabrielle Kelly, Melissa Silverstein, Inger Whist

...A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO
Thank you to all our sponsors, public and government funders,

private donors, community and industry partners; 
and to all our fabulous industry guests, volunteers, interns, 

program hosts, and ACTRA (Toronto);
and to the 2017 Awards Jury.

Special thanks to 
Kelly Payne, Program Consultant, Industry Initiatives

Ontario Media Development Corporation; 
Indira Naidoo-Harris, Minister of the Status of Women Canada;

Bob Underwood, President and Chief Officer, AFBS; 
John Dippong, National Project Lead, Telefilm Canada. 

David Lewis and the Beach United Church; 
John Wallace and the Beach Photo Club; 

Charlene Provan, Balmy Beach Club; 
Gabrielle Kelly; Judy Gladstone; Byron Martin; 
Susan Curran; Carol Whiteman; Heather Schell; 

Eva Ziemsen; Anneli Ekborn; and Karen Shopsowitz;



SPONSORSFe
FF


